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It’s been a busy month of adding sites to our statewide network of real-time streamgages.

With funding approved by the Idaho 
Water Resource Board, we established 
USGS 12393501 to monitor outflow 
from Priest Lake. In cooperation with the 
Idaho Department of Water Resources, 
we established USGS 13137300 on Trail 
Creek near Sun Valley. This gage will 

provide data to continue 
refining our Wood River 
Valley groundwater-flow 
model. Also in cooperation 
with IDWR, we are adding 
10 streamgages on Boise 
River drains to provide data 
necessary for developing a 
groundwater-flow model for 

the Treasure 
Valley. These 
new gages 
should 
be online 
by early 
December.

We also will be adding well 431810113413601 to our real-time 
Climate Response Network. The well, located in Blaine County, 
will be used to monitor the effects of droughts and other climate 
variability on groundwater levels in Idaho’s Central Plains climate 
division, one of ten climate divisions in the state. We plan to add 
real-time wells in all ten climate divisions as funds are available.

http://id.water.usgs.gov/
http://bit.ly/2fwhbGH
http://bit.ly/2fwhbGH
http://on.doi.gov/2emrm3A
http://on.doi.gov/2fK8JUa
http://on.doi.gov/1twQAex
http://on.doi.gov/1twQAex
http://on.doi.gov/1twQAex
http://bit.ly/2fl0UGf
http://bit.ly/2ge5vJv
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Meet Our New Deputy Director
We’re pleased to announce the selection of Christian Schmidt as our new Deputy Director. Christian takes 
over from Greg Clark, who retired earlier this year.

Christian comes to us from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality, where he served as 
the Water Quality Division Administrator. Christian will manage our Boise-based team of hydrologists, 
hydraulic engineers and biologists studying water 
availability, water quality and other Idaho water 
issues in cooperation with local, state, tribal and 
federal partners. He believes that his experience 
helping to lead a state regulatory agency will 
strengthen the USGS commitment to providing 
reliable science for sound decision-making.

“In Montana, we focused on bringing together 
regulatory and non-regulatory work in a common 
mission to address environmental issues. The 
USGS has always been a great partner for the Northwest’s resource managers, but I think I can add the 
perspective of one who has sat where they are sitting.”

Our Latest Publication
Hydrologist Brian Twining provides information about the hydrogeology of the 
Camas National Wildlife Refuge as part of a study we are conducting to help the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manage the refuge’s wetlands, ponds, and wet 
meadows that are essential habitat for migratory birds and waterfowl.

http://id.water.usgs.gov/
http://id.water.usgs.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/USGSIdaho
https://twitter.com/USGS_Idaho
http://bit.ly/2fiPSyj
http://bit.ly/2fiPSyj
http://on.doi.gov/1rmCx9I

